Grade-by-Grade Learning: Preschool

What Kids Learn in Preschool
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The Basics
In preschool, children learn about the world through play. Subject areas aren’t separate in their minds or in the classroom. The objects preschoolers find on a nature walk, like feathers, rocks and leaves, might help them figure out math concepts like “big, bigger, and biggest” or motivate them to visit the book corner to find out more about birds. Teachers may introduce children to basic concepts such as shapes, letters, and colors, but preschool is about learning much more than what a circle looks like. It’s where children first develop a relationship with learning.
Language & Literacy
Children spend most of the preschool day working together with classmates. Each conversation, whether talking about the class pet or deciding which color block to put on top of their tower, helps children develop their thoughts and language. Preschool teachers read aloud simple stories like “Chicka Chicka Boom Boom” by Bill Martin, Jr. and John Archambault and “The Very Hungry Caterpillar” by Eric Carle to show children that text runs from left to right, expose them to new vocabulary, point out letter sounds and rhyming words, and help children talk about what they read.

Writing often appears as scribbles in the preschool classroom, but letters or shapes that resemble letters soon pop up as children try to write their own names in creative ways. Teachers model writing for preschoolers throughout the day. Many children will not be able to write words conventionally. However, every scribble shows that a child understands that the printed word carries messages, and that she is excited to be able to create these messages.

Math
Preschoolers use numbers every day when they count milk cartons for lunch or figure out how many children are at a table. They work with geometric shapes such as triangles, rectangles, and squares in the block center, and through art projects. They measure at the water table when they compare the size of their hands and feet. Preschool teachers invite children to arrange items in a series or pattern when they make collages and other art projects. Teachers also use simple graphs to present concepts, for example, determining how many children wear mittens to school and how many wear gloves.

Science
Preschoolers are scientists. They learn about the world by observing and experimenting. Natural things fascinate them, from rocks, to animals, to their baby brothers and sisters. They also notice the many ways that they can influence the natural world. Preschoolers may plant seeds, or watch what happens to an ice cube in a warm room. They’ll test what sinks and what floats at the water table, and which blowers make the biggest bubbles. They’ll find non-fiction books about animals and nature in the classroom library.

Social Studies
Preschool social studies is where children learn about their place in the world. Understanding how to get along with others can often take up the biggest part of a preschooler’s day. Children learn how to resolve conflicts and practice skills like sharing, taking turns and cleaning up. They figure out how to express their feelings using words. The class may also explore its community and the people in it by taking short field trips around the neighborhood.
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8/25 & 8/28: Orientation ***You must attend in order for your child to start school.


8/31: Staggered Entry Day 1


9/1: Staggered Entry Day 2


9/4: Labor Day – No School


9/5: Staggered Entry Day 3


9/6: First Day of school for all pre-k students


9/14: Back to School Cookout & Curriculum Night 5:30-7pm





**NOTE: Please give your child the month of September to get adjusted to school before you come in during the school day**





Please turn over to read a helpful article about how Pre-K students learn 





Remember to read to your child every night and record the date, name of book and sign a full signature on their reading log. You can read books from your house, the library or books that we send home weekly.





Mark your calendar for some of our upcoming events





Send in a change of clothes, a small blanket and crib sheet, and any supplies you would like to donate to the classroom.





Classroom Needs & Reminders





From the classroom of:  





One of the first words many children learn to read and write is their name. Children hear their names mentioned all day long. Their names are personal, meaningful, and recognizable. Opportunities for teaching children to recognize, read, and write their name are everywhere. These names are not just there as an afterthought rather this is part of intentional teaching in our classrooms. Below are some tips for you when working with your child at home:





Invite children to write their own names on their work rather than always doing it for them. Chances are you will recognize their handwriting or that one letter they are good at but in time and with ample opportunities to practice – your students will master their names.


When displaying children’s names, use upper and lower so children can see the left to right progression of their name.


Don’t make name writing a major ordeal. Young children will more than likely recognize their name long before they are ready to write them.


Building a “name-rich” environment will assist your children in mastering their name over time.








We are currently in our second year of piloting the Creative Curriculum. The Creative Curriculum for Preschool features exploration and discovery as a way of learning, enabling children to develop confidence, creativity, and critical thinking skills. The Creative Curriculum for Preschool is based on 38 objectives for development and learning.





In the Beginning of the Year we will…





Teach classroom rules, how to use classroom materials, routines and procedures





Follow a structured schedule that will have the components of our typical day.














Upcoming Events





Helpful Hints and Friendly Tips





During September We Will . . .








